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VHL – methodologies



VHL 10 years

the Virtual Health Library was designed as 
a strategy
a model
a framework 

oriented to the technical cooperation on scientific 
health information and communication 



Cooperative network 

Compliance with international 
standards

Oriented to open access and 
free access technologies



The VHL operates in 3 dimensions 

social networks

content networks

learning and informed 
environment networks
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methodologies, 
technologies, quality



Governance – National and thematic 
VHL management

Advisory Committee 

Coordinating Organization,
Executive Secretariat

Work Plan – short, medium and long term 

Matrix of responsibilities

Periodical meetings to exchange experiences 
and future projections



primary : original full texts, numerical databases

secondary : referential, catalogues, directories, services

tertiary : support to learning and decision-making processes

selective and interactive dissemination :   [my library, notify me]
services by profiles, entities, push events and information inclusion

communication and exchange : [collaborative spaces, web 2.0]
broadcast and interactive: news, events, communities

methodologies, technologies :   guides, terminology

VHL records, organizes, indexes, preserves, relates, puts in resonance 
the contents of the information sources

Collection Organization . Information Architecture.
Information Sources: 6 types according to its function:



Data Level
text
article

Index Level
index
ISIS, OAI,
Google, ...

Interface
Level

Services Interface – WS, RSS, OAI ProtocolsServices Interface – WS, RSS, OAI Protocols







VHL Methodologies Structure

VHL Framework

VHL Information sources – products and services

Terminology and classifications

Online services linked to information sources

Technological platform - interoperability

International standards


